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NATIVE FOREST — LOGGING 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Minister for Environment) [2.08 pm]: Last week, we announced that the 
McGowan Labor government would protect Western Australia’s south west native forests from commercial logging 
from 2024. This means that nearly two million hectares of native forests will be protected for future generations. It 
builds on the work started by former Premier Geoff Gallop 20 years ago, when he ended logging in old-growth forests. 
This historic announcement means that 9 000 hectares of high conservation–value karri will receive immediate 
protection, with other high-value forest areas to be recommended for national park status. The ever-increasing impacts 
of climate change, the importance of maintaining biodiversity and forest health, the need for carbon capture and 
storage and the declining timber yields mean that it is essential that we act now to protect Western Australia’s forests.  
The 2019 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report clearly outlined that deforestation and clearing was 
a contributor to climate change and that one of the best things we can do to halt climate change is to stop deforestation. 
The forest management plan is coming to an end in 2024, and the development of a new plan is to commence shortly. 
This announcement is an important part of establishing the guidelines that will inform the new forest management 
plan. I encourage interested community members and industry stakeholders to engage with that process when 
consultation commences later this year. 
A key part of our announcement includes $350 million to support the state’s softwood timber industry, and $50 million 
to implement a just transition plan. As we continue to do in Collie, the government will work with industry, workers 
and unions over the coming years to develop a transition plan that will see our south west communities like Nannup, 
Manjimup and Pemberton stay as strong as ever as they transition out of the commercial native timber logging industry. 
Our children are crying out for us to take leadership and do something to protect our environment in Western Australia. 
I am proud to be part of a McGowan Labor government doing just that. 
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